Dania Altamimi & Nava Rizvi
Dania Altamimi and Nava Rizvi are two emerging multidisciplinary artists based in United Arab
Emirates. Recently, they received their bachelors’ degree in Fine Arts from College of Fine Arts
and Design, University of Sharjah, UAE.
Tell us about yourself.
DA: I am an emerging multidisciplinary artist. I am originally from Palestinian mother and Iraqi
father but I grow up in the United Arab Emirates.
NR: I am originally from Pakistan but I was born and raised in the United Arab Emirates.
Tell us about your current practice.
DA: As a recent graduate and an emerging artist, I’m currently enjoying the guilt-free experience
in exploring new ideas and translating concepts into what serves it best. I generally address
different subjects in a social context, targeting the work towards the art of making and focusing
mostly on the role of the audience in respect to each piece. Currently my ongoing series
concentrates on the idea of transitional objects where I distort and reconstruct a variety of toys
and have each piece carry an uncanny experience that remains simultaneously familiar yet
foreign, resulting in a feeling of discomfort. Within this exploration reminiscence is found
towards the familiarity and the contrary complex interactions brought about in our upbringing
and how much our childhood affects our current perspectives.
NR: This question of belonging to a particular place or 'home' or not really belonging at all
always remained within me. My family and I travel back to Pakistan every year for the holidays
and these trips are always a reminder for me of having too many homes perhaps but not really
being able to call one my own. But the thing about UAE is that it is 'home' to so many
nationalities that - as artist Zulfikar Ali Bhutto says - "it wasn't uncommon to have daal and
hummus on the same table". Growing up in the Emirates meant being exposed to numerous
people from various cultures and having a childhood best friend from India even though the
political stances of our countries would never allow it. I think the idea of globalization has
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increased the question of where one truly comes from. And I think subconsciously it really plays
a role in everyone's lives, or at least it does for me. The idea of belonging to two places puts me
in doubt of what or rather where my future lays. I believe one finds the need to find answers to
these subconscious questions and I suppose that is where my thought process derives
from. Living in UAE has sparked an interest in me to study how different cultures come together
to form new cultures. I work with the idea that explores the culture of the place I grew up in - the
Expat Culture, the Third Culture. My practice focuses on the amalgamation of cultural
expressions and norms that diverge from its original source while integrating the interaction of
people coming from numerous borders of the world to live together within the UAE. My work
relies on various contemporary practices that include techniques of mass production such as
screen-printing, looking at found video footage used as learning tools and sequined fabric and
textiles that push the idea of impermanence. In addition, my research extends on understanding
the confusion of identity, the disconnection within language and the formation of new culture,
allowing language to become an essential part of my practice.
Can you tell us about your interest in selection of the materials?
DA: My biggest joy comes from the play and the exploration of different materials. I enjoy
creating contradictory and tension and test out the limits of each. I previously worked with
concrete, plaster, metal, paper, and cotton, but my current series concentrate mostly on the use of
plastic and rubber due to its reaction to heat as the process of my work shifts currently between
molding and melting.
NR: I always love experimenting with anything I can get my hands on. My mind cannot limit
itself to working with restricted mediums and set limitations to the production, so I always
branch out to see all the possibilities. I generally work with mixed media to explore every
medium and see which one suits the execution of the concept in the most suitable way. As you
can see in my current works, I deal with screen-printing, textiles and video.
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Dania Altamimi, Disillusionment series, Police cars (2), 2019, 18x40x15 cm
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Dania Altamimi, Disillusionment series, Dinosaurs, 2019, 80x50x40 cm
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Nava Rizvi, (GROUPED) Lost in translation, 2019, silk screen prints on paper, 54x42 cm each
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Nava Rizvi, Maafi Arabi, 2018, Sequined fabric, 115x180 cm
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